36                         NELSON'S SPELLING
best of my belief, had no existence. It is a curious story of the way in which imaginary origins are invented to account for names the true source of which has been lost because of some accidental misspelling. The whole bay and not only the tower is called Mor-tella, and the Myrtle Bay can hardly have taken its name from an unknown engineer. It will be seen that the contemporary map, herewith, gives the name as T(our) de la Mortella. Nelson, in his MS. diary of the siege, now in the Record Office, calls the bay and the fort "Mortella." The Dictionaries and Encyclopaedias are amusingly divided as to the origin.